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I J ' , WAR DEPARTMENT 

* V * 

I 4 THE ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE 

I *w WASHINGTON 

AG2J^( Price, Norman Randolph) Res. 12-20-23 

• -\Uj 

Subject: Appointment in the Officers’ Reserve Corps. 


IN REPLY 
REFER TO 


SPC 461 


April 30, 1924 


* 




t 




TO: 


:Commanding General, Fifth Corps Area. 

Major Norman Randolph Price, Med-ORC, 
Marlinton. w. Va. 


A 0-199200 


B None 




Officer,- Pe direc n ti0rl of the President you are appointed in the 

«.S;:™ s- •sr.ryr j syre s,rr 

l.n.ct " *» — * r * —> *“»* in » M B 

2. You will not perform the duties of ah offi r«r -i^or + - • 
appointment until specifically called to active duty under comment 


3. 


There is inclosed herewith a form for oath of nff-.^ -u- u 
evidenr! ne * * acceptance of your appointment No other 

of the oath oTo e fflT re ? Uired ’ U P°" receipt In the War Department 

poUntment will be eenATJo^ a COmDli88ion fencing your ap- 


n ,- + .. 5 .’ Y °“ r att8ntion is especially called to the importance of 


3y order of the Secretary of War: 




4 Inclosuree. 



Copy to Surgeon General 


*\ » 



--02 Colonial Avenue 
Norfolk, Virginia* Ue# 

T uly 9, 1925. 
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N. R. Price, 
Pres, of The 
Carlinton, w. 

Pear Sir: 


\ 


M.D., 

Green hr ier y e d 

Va. 


Soc., 


"The r £* f t tuatio " of medical education 

of ' ‘f "£&58 fT&e^r 

■> foliate ££*£ f °“ r «•»*»«■>»• V“* 

p»of?o^.r rr***«-1- 

aw *• 

‘ I"" Ia * L ”"*'”• p*"“a.«»=‘: r S“. 

physicians left^of the^oie School "'whrw *° learr ‘ that there »re a few 
Utfendlng dangers now threatening Orthodox^ediclne!" 1 “* dl “' r! ’ «•>« 


A\AM CL+tf'L 


Why? 


I have yet to 


has been done about the *»*teT since th 

earn a single fact in connection with this matter! 

You know, and I know,!*. Price the reason of all this inertia! 

!o nhy discuss the matter any further. 

, fUrV i+ fit+ d nc +o state that there are plenty of 
luali?ie<P s tuden ts who are only waiting - 

sr& ca^itTS^e s^suafiar* •„..«* — 

. , . „^ + for , ^-nto +>e -oresent oreli^i^^ry requirements, 

>T ry rrp 6 € (4 ID© tr t ©T1 HI wO ^XI i' • 1 ^ ^ •• 1 1 t t 1 ^ 

SK*£t 

BysteTt!--ror schlorshipe . or loan ±ix ^- r « 

The aV t p<1 claim that cnov^h eehlorships thifonly 

care for needy students can be *J 8 ^*” d t jJ r ^ v t itu d Jnte, To prove this 

exist in the proportion o.teop.e *v e ; unt)er 0 f students enrolled 

KffiS today end divide the number of loan funds and 
schlorship8 against them. 




Much has been written about the inferiority of the old time 
school and yet most of the present leaders of Medicine today are products 
. tl ^ ese i institutions. In addition to this, the old time medical* school 

couic ma:e more concessions toward needy students than the present hichlv 
endowed universities. * ^* 


^ study Oi medical education in Maryland for the year 1884 reveals 

the fact that of the six schools existing at that time/three of them made 

a seventy percent reduction \n tuition for poor students. This was not 

con, red to one or two students* this was a concession made to all who could 
vouch for their indigency. ' 


It is not my intention to comment on the M desiderta” of the present 

day medical schools, since that is ajmatter for the medical pedagogs t.o 

'* 6cate« It is a significant to not£ h.owsvpr, 13*6 dearth of rredical 

geniuses under this new system of teaching—a suhordinaev not ir keeoinr 
with the expectations of its sponser--a layman, " ' 

A survey of the University of Maryland under this new era revelas 
r - r achievements which the late Eugene E. Cordell could add to his hook: 

The Fistory of The University of Maryland. If the University of Maryland 
could^graduate such men as Councilman, Ahhott, Hemmeter, Williams, end 
Carroll under the old system of teaching, why cannot the University unde^ 
tMe new regeme, increase this famous progeny. 

T8 oc; , +he period which produced th^se famous men, discloses some 
interesting facts in connection with the University of Maryland. In those 
days the faculty consisted of ten professors—twenty-four weeks a school 
year and three yeers a graded course. Today, under Flexner'e dictates 
the University of Maryland requires 3? professors, 103 instructors and 
assistants—a grand total of 190 individuals to impart the knowledge that 
an ordinary medical student is supposed to amass. 


The writer> in 1913 qualified as a medical student "nder the then 

existing medical laws as a medical student in Maryland*—On the basis of 
a high school diploma. I completed a year and then was forced to leave 
school because of finanical reasons. In 1917 I attempted to return to 
school hut was refused adnittence on the grounds that I had no standing 
as a medical student until I satisfied the new requirements. Since that 
time I ha^e notedly attempted to reenter the medical school with no 
success. My contention is that since I satisfied the requirements in 1913 
I shou 1J v e governed by the laws of that year. What do you think about 
this? Are medical laws retroactive? Can a enrolled student be legislated 
out of school? 

The only choice I have in the matter is to either enter a Class C 
school in “Boston or do two years premedical work. Therefore I am most 
er.xious to see the outcome of this present discussion regarding medical 
education. Trusting that you will continue your articles regarding 
medical education I am with best wishes for your success in the matter I 


Respectfully, 


9 


Office of 


Dr.- 


Dec. 14, 1911. 


Dear Mr......: -1 have 

written you twice recently concerning your 
' account with me, but, strange to say, I 
have heard nothing from you. Suppose I 
' should treat you in such a way when you are 
sick--what would you think of it? However, 
I will be charitable with you, and will 
conclude that you have been too busy--or 
perhaps you have been saving up the amount 
to bring to me in a few days. I assure 
you^that it will be very welcome, for 
doctors have more expenses to meet than 
most other people. 

After settling this account you will 
fe,el better--you will feel easier in mind, 
and that will make you feel better in body. 
Yo% will also know that when you or any of 
your family get sick, you can get prompt 
and willing attendance. This in itself is 
worth much. 

Confidently expecting to see or hear 
from you soon, I am, 

Yours for a Square Deal, 








\ 


t 




it 


Fron 


_ _ . , Jul’r 7, 3 C T7 

;. Price, Major, M»d.-9.*?Julv tq^7 


From: Kerr an H. Price, !fajor> ,. ad> -O.R.c. 


To 


: Tbe Adjutant General, U. S. Army, Pashingtor, D 


Subi*ct: Renirratlor# of C o mieBior. 


i' 












I hereby tender my resignation -f orrmissior as 
epical Officers riea^-rve Corrs:. 








Norman fl. Price # 

Major,-”ed., O.R.ff., SSISth .inFineers, inntb Division 
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*©rrar . r ~ic©. 


e fcnyli irr nation? + v + t.rard tor** d 8oci* a li?"' ir 

r st ic"’ 1 Tactics i« v*r” widely discu-eed ir radical .1- rr»ls ns 
•'fll m in newsrerere ard -ar-rtree. he rros*--ct -r -ta-» nr 

tre ' 1 *' i ' 1101,1 ‘Wfir* i« not rls»sinr to the wore individualistic 

* f •’-» rrof.paler. r>e InT.aeir. pop* - "d £l! 

rital c-t to the runic Ip - related B atf r of meet rorule"V 

tvl***' ^ rr -' ri ,lr **' 1y ^er ’"•rrl -rac-lc . t» < - 4-sriwi” 

tve evr widenirr «ctiviti-s of national nr' »tTe be»rds , r d 
burs-up - r ^ county rs^iesl unite '.M sfcrerrlv t*.,r *« r ], 

zatior in for. of state csrtrolled redid -rectics. 

-ifb * tb * rN8t Recedes, -or cf rr#«t n*alth »rd 

: ir ri l ^'r"" 1 ' to irnowl, h.T« roured out their 

(i^JftS n 1 ;: ■ c'lss’if icatior” 

b lit Ur OM establish e ’ systoo Of MU ‘ ^ . .J** ' ,1 ° WlV 

-cbrols from whic’ we of a forrer rer-ratior*d„rlv»d nuc* tro -1 
edre of arotamv ard r»dirira - = ». r«„ j J” 1 ,,JC »rowl- 

our rublic rrofee-'ioral car -rs were ouic’-lv - t v I 

ay re^ra or t* • *t©te -lucatioral laws ♦ hpt feliov-d 



. o ip FOO<2 r ® 8 * or to ^oubt that tMs b*<* be-*r « h+ r »ri* 

to ?ociaty at l*r^e f ard tb© sen ers of tv- r-iic^l rrofaaai 

! *lewly develop* rrincirl** of «*adic<U aducatl 
thl^LJfS r “* L W ° f nurrly * r1 ard tb. oStow o 

dieester. A frecuertly referred tore^ult, '.cc^U.S ir 

f rfr ' r9ctic * 1 rereral ^ractitlorers, er-d * r U l- 
arecialiPtp srd surpeore. *ew of our voutb. -r-ert 

*d tjm* wit’ rlerty rf backlit*, bare the -ri^it o/ 
to endure t»-e years of incarceration witHr t v e ball* 


« ^©C ftl-l, 

titu^e of 
the ran; 
bardibooi 


of leecrinr rece-aarv to obtain tbe ie»r«', and ->r- 

• n'AnA a j <« i « _ » ai :U *1 * > 


Of 


lifeless, devoid of iritistive or vit»litv 

• a i 1 J i — ^ . w ■* ^ J 


errerp© ©arred 

^ C fir. b,tt1 ’ ° f * r * ’rdurirr tbe strain of Medical 

ractice, .^ire or© v -© r©*~arit©d that t»** country doctor 
^yiny out backup- ba ourbt. to di« t*-r© b-irr rc 1-rr-r *>rv 

tbft r rf 073 for .^ at tyr© ir the P C b^. of M„ur*. 17 
r-?duatp* aS y !.M* ^ ct 1 t»“at tbe vast rr-Joritv of naw* r 
centre©?* r#Minln ^ ir the cities hrr, industrial 

~„fv. i u<r ®^ to b , at 1-ast t v e rur*l rb\*M C 3«r -as ' 

ratherlcnr lived ar.i^al. t^e rrortuary tabl-s of tb- ir-^car 
edical Journal rrove that a boat cf rbvsiciara are ~ 

tbe fbcst betaeer tbe ares of fc^tv fl rd sixty vea^p ir ^b^>t 

be said cf tbs indivual that be died full of yesrs arfl honors 
^tssfadcr Cboate once re-tarired tbet he bd set the are or sevl 

* n j y v " tilE ® wf '* r J '* emected to reallv berir er ■'ovirr" lif. 
-rd b* -xrocted to burry ur and pet to sev-nty as soor es rossi 
_ . ^rio-sblerosis, Srid r - y and heart lesions, suicide, -rd 

5i,t -fils accents are taVir- far too b-avv t 11 of rsiir.i 

-n -be eb 0ul e b . lr the „ rl!re of u ? • 

\0 4 ^ lito 



leaving »bat to t> e 1 has oft-r b**r an irboeritable world, bftc’ 

they «»eeme 1 to fit awkwardly ir the sch^m* of thirr*. Re^l*cemrts 
of of rower men , rracticably educated, erdof f od babite ard 
strong constitutions are rot by ary rears available from tb* fanes 
fro wbicb we should look for eucb irat«*riale, rd to wbicb *rvirfi 
ment they should return, to assist ir e more ®cuitabl* distribution 
of medical men ir this country. 

W*44HmM*Ui»WM*v "The did *$r," tMch s>*l* 

i»irlirr in bis ircor^arable ro*n "Tie Old ; em " wbir> aould 
be committed to memory bv *v*rv radical wnd others an a ~ro- 

rbvlaxis agairst rremature '--enilitv, states tbe case: 


ibis is our let if we live so long erd labqururt^ tbe er^- 
Tbat. e outlive tbe i ratier.t yearp and tbe much too 
ratlent friend: 

And because we know we 1 ave breath ir our mouth srd 
thir*lc wehave thoughts in our head, 
e shall assume that we are alive, wh reas we are 
really d<$bd. 


.ve shall life ur the rones th t core trained our y^ut v , 
to bird r n our children’s b rds; 
e shall call to the waters below tbe bridges to returr 
erd rerlenish our lards; 

e shall harness horses (Death’s owr rele horses 1 and 
scholarly plough the sards. 

The ^amr of our icutb ^111 be utterly out, but we shall 
subsist or: tbe smell of it: 

And whatev r we do, we sh«ll fold our hands ard surk our 
gums and think well of it; 

Tea, we shall be rerfectlv rleaed with our work, ard that 
is the herfectest iell of it. 


rainful result of tbe modern trend of tate medicine is a lakk 
of esteem ir which tbe radical rrrfeesior as e ?b~i 9 , ard as in¬ 
dividuals are hel^ by the ^uhlic per-rally. lenry L. y rc v *r 

has recently taker to rraisirr medic 1 men, «rd c - * mendirp med- 
cir.e as an irterestirp rrofeseion. I will admit that it is ard 
intersting cccuratior. his is rreof roeitlve that the aver ate 
m«r has the orposite view. C^mrarrirg edicire to the -aw, 
kencken says that if you employ a rhysiciar to v e does tbe b*st 
he can to heir you, without interference from arybody. Or the 

other land, he saya if you errrloy a lawyer to defers vou ir court 

another lawyer ontbe o^nosite side is doinr his da^dest to bar* u 
you. 

to complicate existence ard ^ultirly lobholders i® cber-c- 
tyeristic of , mericnr life. rd always e have the - 1 cbhrlde r p 
long after the emergency ^or which they rere created Ms pore 
and beer forgotten. Kecertly a firtaetic di=>eise krowr as 
rsitticosis has b'*r seized or by the sensational news vendors. 

As a result the healt v derartmert of certain cities have mo¬ 
oched insrection of and regia tr-* tior of ill rar^ote imrorted irto 
this rure courtry. where barnyard fowels erd filtv*" diseases «uc v 
as color infect lore are of cours urlrrrwr. 



Tb© rre t increase of cuecVe, r*rrr edicire v (r >f wVlc v 

tyr* *ccab ortas courty be* a starvof t v © first rafritude, ^q‘- 
rorized by cur Le^t *e*rull? cMrrncot^. c v ristler '>ci*rtists 
and suc v lib* charlatans, t itb t l eir notable flrancial success, 
airst wboee creratior* the most wtriryert "*dical cu*1 ific?tior 
lawa—rartic larlyin our owr etata rf eat Virginia—are rowsrle* 
is arotber case ir roir t of tbe adverse worlrirps of recd*r*r ~ediasl 
educetior ar.d repul*tior. «r b*tt-r would it bev* beer t r have 
-llowed tbe medical rcbools to evolve alor^ ratioarl lines oo 

be throwr into tbe confusion and violent uplift rf tv* Rockefeller 
Fourdatior (with Vi3 lions to favored scbrols). rbe old ^esre ard 
Frefessrrs of *b* Baltimore ; edical rcbools, ^bo^ I ccrsi^er it 
a rrivilere to v®ve Vnowr ir tte earlv vesrs of tVis century, ss*r 
tb* ^ardwritinr or t*e well, n d tba end of tv* rractic^ 1 -, 'TcrVabl* 
rrid^le-cl*!** pedicel educstior ir t is courtry, and tbe fartastic 
system of 3 rislstior reletirp tr rublic health that would follow, 

Xbe result ir nubile bealtv actl ities is co^ar^ble to tb* 
ebarpe w^ouvbt ir t^e economic fife, ^rd otherwise, ir tMp 
country of tbe adortion of tb * 4 18 tb Amendment ard its 1-ral 
lefiti^ate offsrrirp tb* Volsted Act, erdcncurrert st c ts lepi^- 
lation. fbis isav well b* a matter of rterest to ~edic*l w *r, 
for as is well known and embodied in in tbe tat© Coat «rms 
Wourtaineers ere always free to still rroo s^ine ow T©ruf*ctuw* 
home brew ir tbe bones for their own use, but sriritus *'rur-rti 
is not recognized as amedicine. ror cay it b* prescribed l-^allv 
by a -hyeician. 

Far tro njucb rf our radical rerulaticr sr^ l*rislation 
beloms to t*e class such °s 1 resident Hoover ^eslrreted tb* 

1 c tb A? erdFent--"* "Icbls ^xrerimert.F — ar i wM c v , because cf 
tbeir Questionable value, or *cwnri<“bt d* triirert to tbe health 
srd well beirs or tbe whole courtry, wborld be of ’■articurar 
irter*st %M to redicsl men. 







The Docotr and the Public Health Service i 

Relatione to the Public. 


their 


The rest successful persons I am acauainted with are those who most 
persistently attend to their own business. Welfare work, urlift. 


and new legislation 



a^ems to be a mania with many reorle 


of the present day, in the face of widesrread lawlessness and moral 
depredation among the people. The ouestior arises, would it not be 
better to lay off some of the activities of the day, and i the 

public work out its own salvation. 

Th deny press "discovers" a laborers' family living hard in the 
ninesectior of this state, and proclaims that famine and pestilence i 
raging in the mountains of West Virginia; while we, wh6 have lived 
here for many years, can discover only the usual percentage of Priva¬ 
tion which has been our lot for generations, and on which we have 

developed, endurance and retarded t»-e 

certain amount of hard times is godd for a critter anyway. 


‘•n-ion o* l he ab- 



A 


Our medical rress is getting 



because there are sighs 


that the public is getting suspicious of its medical advisors, even 
while it requires their services more than ever, and on the slightest 

doctor in, or try-inr «, little of his <sedioir-, 

*-to-ic Mr-n> In ths -ver-pe --mil- that it once «b 
T he doctor, too, is at fault, with his fussy diagnostic stuff 
persisitent treatment and added expense in trivial matters. 


pretext. 


ie no lorp^r 


was. 


employe, yet fears. 


The rubl 


the specialist and Physician, and onslirht pre 


text resorts to the absurd manipulations of the chirorractic, or ott 


cult. 

Economic 

that seems to 
advisors, it 


rr ssure is partly to blame for the armed neutrality 
exist between the public ard its Physical and spiritual 
is the custom to demand all the luxuries and attentions, 






whetehr the individual is Prepared to ray for then or not. 

ub there is a scarcity of Physicians in the rural sections, 
observation is 




My own 


there are enough to do the necereary wort, if only 

the Public would discriminate between the necessary and unnecessary, 
at anv rae the average maft as little trouble in getting the medical 

attention he needs, or at least all that he is ableto ray for. 

Then cones the nublic health service, stste health service, and 
welfare workers. In theory they reform and regulate the race, with 



anncjJtimiem that ignores wind and weather, and all the i.ls that 


flesh s heir to. But an unhealthy season comes, or oircurastances 
that seems to be unexplainable, like the'oubreak of influenza in the 
perfevtly saniatary army camrs during the war, and the old perce r?are 

of mortality is right on the joba as usual, or a little worse, appar¬ 
ently to make up his due. 

I veri#^ believe that if it were possible for our genial director 
for the suppression of venerial disease, working in conjunction with 
the doctors, to eradicate the last diplococcus and spirochete in the 
whole stste of West Virginia, and they were to be declared extinct, 
like some of the “Prehistoric animals, that some germ o^ the same 

nature would evolve agAfta under the grime and filth that exist today 

- 

and have existed in all ages. Oub culture and civilization is, no 
doubt, doomed to extinction. What good reason car. be river that 

this nation which had its cradle in the forests of North Anrica 
should not reach a stage of development, and then sink in chaos and 
oblivion that has been the history of all tribes and nations 

The races of man have moved from one pert of the world to another 
and as theri numbers increased they have devoured every green thing, 

^ A >#*,.• 3 ‘{’A l' ■ * 

and over-population has led to extinction; or some neighboring stste 

has envied them their ri^ches, and has invaded an£ carried them away 
captive. 



Fuesy laws, fussy wellfare work, and fussy medical attention aid 


vdiagnosis, will not cure ehiftlessneee, natural born ignorance, or 
common laziness. Hard tine, if not too hard, will act as a tonic, 

» y s ■rX < , 

and eome will rise equal to the emergency. Fat and flabby politl ci«e 

will advocate cure-all a for public evils, all tinctured with gifts 

from the public treasury and plain graft, but ‘/pr« is no cure except 

1 

in hard work, and each and all attemptingto mind his own busire® . 
The desire fer luxurious ar.d easy living, sc characteristic of t he 
times, ,(snd j^a lght add, particularly so of th e fer ale of th e ereeies) 

t. r f ^ * • f 4 





which is not attained by downright hard work and achievement, can lead 

w 


and moral fibre 
of our civili- 


to but one end, and that the 
of the people. Fundamental 


zartion can not be eradicated or cured by any amount of inspection or 
wellfare work by the government bureaus, 

« • . | • ^§4 aA* J'* t. | 1.4 t • ' • A 1 * • , / • \ \ • , t • ^,1 ,• * H 4 W m I * * ' % ‘ Jl • « , Y* ‘/a y. * 

At preeent,R8 always, the public is accepting and struggling alnag 
with an unlimited amount of bunk, loaded on it by the legislative 
bodies, ranging from Voleteadism to our State Bureau for Nerro Wel- 


and 


scrap a great mass of this fantastic law stuff. 



- • 







The 


"We make, the laws we flout. 

We flout the laws we doubt; 

Until we wake thj^ guns that have no doubt," 

; ' W ' 

experience of the Red Cross shows malingering or the mrt of the 


Public, which asks to be received into hospitals, to have ttheri teeb 
fixed, for medicines, or a change of climate, and do manyother things 


for the: 


Nursing the general public deprives the individual of eel* 


respect. He no longer tries to look out for himself, or meet his 

obligations; it paralyzes hie energies and ambitions,. Social insu 

1 ^ 

ance and accident insurance have not brought contenttment to the 





working elapses, as Promised. It has been demonstrated th rt the 
peroid of recover y and convalescence has beer, lengthened because 
the individual lacks the incentive to early recovery. The nension 
system which follows all wars, and particular!' in evidence since tie 
World War, is bad,- for it helps to destroy initi ative ani Belf- 
reliance, which otherwise would be much in evidence among the 
Veterans. 


to 

Let us discard this flowery bed of ease stuf^, and get back to 

ciu .1 d ! *.ao(d a'OdLA.' ox' 4 juou o^ xx x w \jjL . who f j. oxieei’s • ire..»j.oad oi t.eiitar e 

r m iVr 1 % " • * ; r* - ^ t • f. * jkf 


work and Government Bureau activities threaten to raralize the succ 


ful functioning of our Government, and do the public no good at that. 


"Then welcome each rebuff 
Which makes earths* smoothness rough; 

Each sting which bids nor sit nor stand, but go; 

Be our joys three parts pain; strive and endure the strain; 
Dare, never rrudge the throe." 



R. PRICE 


Marlinton, W. Va. 
Arril 7. 1922 
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I 



Marlintor, ; v. Vs . 

Decerher 15, ]of r 


Qr . v. rj , l Her Pu b ey , 

Chicaro, Illinois. 

Dear Doctor Pusev : 

• 

Rerlyirg to your le'ter, 1 suhrit the following. 
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